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it started the famous Mohegan controversy which
agitated the colony and England also, and was
not finally settled until 1773, one hundred and
thirty years later; and it was, in part at least,
a cause of King Philip's War, because of the
colony's support of the Mohegans against their
traditional enemies, the Narragansetts and Ni-
antics.

The presence of the Indians in and near the
colonies rendered frequent dealings with them a
matter of necessity. The English settlers gener-
ally purchased their lands from the Indians,
paying in such goods or implements or trinkets
as satisfied savage need and desire. In so doing
they acquired, as they supposed, a clear title of
ownership, though there can be no doubt that
what the Indian thought he sold was not the
actual soil but only the right to occupy the land
in common with himself. As the years wore on,
the problems of reservations, trade, and the sale of
firearms and liquor engaged the attention of the
authorities and led to the passage of many laws.
The conversion of the Indians to Christianity
became the object of many pious efforts, and in
Massachusetts and Plymouth resulted in com-
munities of "Praying Indians,'"' estimated in 1675